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Top 5 causes of oil pollution
(England and Wales)

B Accidental spillage

B Vandalism

B Leaks

B Collision

B Poor operation / maintenance

The Control Of Pollution
(Oil Storage) (England)
Regulations 2001

Oil Pollution Incidents 1990-2008
(figures for England & Wales)

What's so bad about oil pollution?

. BlEnvironmental
impact
& toxic, persistent and
bio-accumulates

& prevents industrial
and recreational use

# looks unpleasant

Who do the Regulations affect?

Bl Commercial, industrial, institutional premises storing
any type of oll

8 Containers greater than 200 litres, above ground

B Tanks, Drums, IBCs, Mobile Bowsers

B England

B Oll stores installed since 1st September 2001 must
have complied straightaway

& Regs fully in force from 1st September 2005

B All other oil stores (i.e. those installed before 1/9/01)
must have complied since 1st Sept 2005

B So everything must comply now!
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Principal requirements

B Good primary container
- fit for purpose
(including ancillary
equipment)

B Must have secondary
containment e.g. bunds
for tanks, bowsers and
IBCs; drip tray for
drums

Exemptions: underground storage

B Underground
storage -
controlled by
Groundwater
Regulations
and Code of
Practice

Exemptions: domestic oil storage

B On premises
used wholly or
mainly as a
private dwelling

2 exempt if
container is
3500 litres or
less

Exemptions: waste mineral oll
storage

B2 Any mineral based lube or industrial oil
which can’t be used anymore

2 All other
waste oils
are covered
by the
regulations
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Exemptions: storage inside
buildings

2 Building should
provide secondary
containment

2 Building Regulations
- may require
secondary
containment for fire
safety purposes

General Requirements:
Primary Containers

Bl Containers defined as

fixed tank, drum,
mobile bowser or
Intermediate Bulk
Container (IBC)
- B Containers must be
s fit for purpose &
sufficient strength

This container isn't fit for purpose!

Environment
Agency













