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Oil Storage Regulations
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11th May 2010

Oil Pollution Incidents 1990-2008
(figures for England & Wales)
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Top 5 causes of oil pollution
(England and Wales)

Accidental spillage
Vandalism
Leaks 
Collision
Poor operation / maintenance

What’s so bad about oil pollution?

Environmental 
impact

toxic, persistent and 
bio-accumulates 
prevents industrial 
and recreational use
looks unpleasant

The Control Of Pollution 

(Oil Storage) (England) 

Regulations 2001

Who do the Regulations affect?

Commercial, industrial, institutional premises storing 
any type of oil
Containers greater than 200 litres, above ground
Tanks, Drums, IBCs, Mobile Bowsers
England
Oil stores installed since 1st September 2001 must 
have complied straightaway
Regs fully in force from 1st September 2005
All other oil stores (i.e. those installed before 1/9/01) 
must have complied since 1st Sept 2005
So everything must comply now!
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Principal requirements

Good primary container 
- fit for purpose 
(including ancillary 
equipment)

Must have secondary 
containment e.g. bunds 
for tanks, bowsers and 
IBCs; drip tray for 
drums

Exemptions: waste mineral oil 
storage

All other 
waste oils 
are covered 
by the 
regulations

Any mineral based lube or industrial oil 
which can’t be used anymore

Exemptions: underground storage

Underground 
storage -
controlled by 
Groundwater 
Regulations 
and Code of 
Practice

Exemptions: storage inside 
buildings

Building Regulations 
- may require 
secondary 
containment for fire 
safety purposes

Building should 
provide secondary 
containment

On premises 
used wholly or 
mainly as a 
private dwelling
exempt if 
container is 
3500 litres or 
less

Exemptions: domestic oil storage General Requirements:  
Primary Containers

Containers must be 
fit for purpose & 
sufficient strength

Containers defined as 
fixed tank, drum, 
mobile bowser or 
Intermediate Bulk 
Container (IBC)

This container isn’t fit for purpose!
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General Requirements:
Secondary Containment Capacity

Tanks, mobile 
bowsers, IBCs -
110% total 
capacity of the 
container

Drums - 25% of 
total

General requirements: secondary 
containment

Impermeable to oil and 
water
No drain down valve or 
outlet, even if locked
The hole around any 
pipes passing through 
must be sealed

This fails on two counts:

mortar isn’t impermeable

There is an outlet to drain the system

Positioned or other 
steps taken to 
minimise risk of 
damage by impact

General Requirements: oil store 
location

“other steps taken” -
collision barriers or 
bollards

Ancilliary equipment (eg 
valves, filter, sight 
gauge, vent pipe) must 
be within the secondary 
containment

General Requirements: 
Ancilliary Equipment

Fill pipes should be 
inside the bund but 
where unavoidably 
outside a drip tray must 
be used

Tank fill point

Fixed Tanks: sight gauges

Auto close valve – this one 
is held open with a peg!

Properly supported 
– this one isn’t

When things go wrong…
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Must be directed down 
into secondary 
container

Fixed Tanks: pipes, valves & taps

Vent pipes, taps and 
valves within secondary 
container

All taps and valves -
must be fitted with locks 
and locked shut when 
not in use

Vent pipe directed 
down

Fixed Tanks: pipework

Protected from damage 
and corrosion

Above ground: 
properly supported

leak detection
joints only where inspection facilities present

Underground: 
regular testing 

Fixed Tanks: flexible delivery hoses  
which are attached permanently to 
the container

Tap/valve at 
delivery end with 
auto close, e.g. a 
trigger nozzle
Must not be 
capable of being 
left open unless has 
auto shutoff

Fixed Tanks: delivery to the tank

Fixed couplings must 
be used if available

If tank and vent pipe 
can’t be seen from 
delivery point then an 
auto-overfill prevention 
device must be fitted

Drum Storage: drip tray capacity

Single drum 
minimum 25% 
of its capacity
Multiple drums 
minimum 25% 
of total capacity 

Enforcement

Non compliance £5k fine
We work with tank owners to achieve 
compliance
Last resort – enforce using Anti-Pollution 
Works Notice Powers. £20k fine and/or 3 
months prison if case heard at magistrates 
court (same as for causing pollution)
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Guidance and help
Guidance available –
Defra guidance note and 
Environment Agency PPG 
2, 7, 26 and 27

FAQs at www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/osr
Queries to            
oil.regulations@environment-
agency.gov.uk


