The Thames Valley Health and Safety Group

MINUTES OF THE AGM MEETING

HELD IN THE St Martins Place SLOUGH

ON TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008

Welcome to the new 2008/2009 Group Year and a special hello to our fellow Group members from Reading.

The new sessions will start on the 14 October with Risk Assessments by Absolute H&S Solutions Training, starting at 1400 in St Martins Place, Slough.

For those attending for the first time St Martins Place is located almost next to the Town Hall and the rear car park entrance is located directly opposite the Montem Sports Complex, this offers free parking, should a Slough Borough Parking Visitor space not be available in St Martins Place.  However there is Disabled parking should anyone require it.

If you enter the building from either the front or the car park please see reception who will guide you to the meeting.

To keep you informed no new committee was elected at the AGM, so a caretaker one is in place until we can take nominations from the whole Group and elect at a special AGM in the course of this year.  This will allow a mix from both Groups to allow for the amalgamation of both Groups. 

AGM
1) Attendance - The names and affiliations of those present were recorded. 
2)  The AGM meal this year was a buffet taken before the meeting.

3)  The meeting was opened by the Mayor of Slough who wished the Group well for the coming year and thanked it for its hard work over the past one.

4)  Unfortunately our guest of honer Dr Roy Foster who was leaving the Group after over thirty years service could not make the meeting, so a presentation to mark the occasion could not be made to him.

5)   Topic of the Meeting. – the guest speaker the Chief Executive Officer of Slough Borough Council gave a very interesting talk on the way health and safety was a vital part of the council’s ethos.  She covered how she wanted the council to be an employer of choice, staff participation in H&S, accountability of all, effective system being in place and the importance of training and support.
6)  HSE Update – Sharon O’Steen of the HSE gave an update on the work of the HSE these included:
The revamp of the Basingstoke head office

The HSE pod cast

Use of “Myth of the Month” to highlight headline reports that are not from HSE

New DSE update

Shattered Lives program

Better backs 

7 ) Other Business – Andy Anderson presented the Groups Financial report which showed a healthy balance, especially after the added funds given by the Reading Group.
Please enjoy your break and I look forward to seeing you all September 2007
